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How do | unclog a downspout that froze solid during an Ottawa cold snap
without breaking it?

Frozen downspouts are a common winter problem in Ottawa, and you can safely thaw them without
damage using warm water and patience. The key is applying gentle, consistent heat rather than trying to force

the ice blockage, which could crack the downspout or damage the joints.

Start by pouring warm (not boiling) water down the top of the downspout from your eavestrough. Use water
heated to about 40-50 degrees Celsius - hot enough to melt ice but not so hot that it causes thermal shock to
aluminum downspouts. Pour slowly and steadily, allowing the warm water to work its way down through the ice
blockage. You may need to repeat this process several times, as the initial water will cool quickly in contact with the

frozen mass.

For stubborn blockages, wrap the exterior of the downspout with towels soaked in warm water, focusing on
areas where you suspect the worst ice buildup. This external warming helps the thawing process work from both
inside and outside. Change the towels every 10-15 minutes to maintain warmth. If you have access to a hair dryer
with an outdoor-rated extension cord, you can also apply gentle heat to the outside of the downspout, keeping the

dryer moving to avoid overheating any one spot.

Never use boiling water, heat guns, or propane torches on frozen downspouts. Ottawa's temperature swings
mean your aluminum downspout has already contracted significantly in the cold, and sudden extreme heat can
cause cracking or joint failure. Similarly, avoid trying to chip away ice with tools, as this almost always results in

denting or puncturing the downspout material.

The Ontario Building Code requires downspouts to discharge at least 1.8 metres from your foundation, so
once you've cleared the blockage, check that the bottom outlet isn't directing meltwater too close to your basement

walls. In Ottawa's clay-heavy soil, improper drainage can quickly lead to foundation moisture problems.

Prevention is more effective than cure for frozen downspouts. Consider installing heated cables designed for
downspouts if this is a recurring problem - these plug-in systems cost $50-150 and prevent ice formation during
cold snaps. Make sure your eavestroughs have proper slope toward the downspouts so water doesn't pool and

freeze in the gutters themselves.

If the downspout remains frozen after several warm water treatments, or if you notice cracks or joint separation
after thawing, it's time to contact a professional. Browse eavestrough contractors through the Ottawa Construction
Network directory at justynrookcontracting.com - they can assess whether the freeze damage requires downspout

replacement and ensure your drainage system is properly sloped to prevent future freezing issues.
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How do | use a garden hose attachment to flush debris from my Ottawa
eavestroughs?

Using a garden hose with the right attachment is one of the most effective ways to flush debris from your
Ottawa eavestroughs, especially after our heavy autumn leaf drop or following winter ice dam situations. A high-
pressure nozzle attachment or dedicated gutter cleaning wand will give you the water force needed to move

stubborn maple keys, pine needles, and the clay-heavy sediment that accumulates in Ottawa gutters.

Start by removing large debris by hand using a gutter scoop or small garden trowel - this prevents you from simply
pushing leaves and twigs toward the downspout where they'll create a clog. Work from the high end of each
gutter run toward the downspout, following the natural slope of your eavestrough system. Ottawa's mature tree
canopy, particularly in neighbourhoods like Westboro, the Glebe, and Rockcliffe Park, creates heavy organic debris

that needs this preliminary removal before water flushing becomes effective.

Choose a spray nozzle with adjustable pressure settings - you want strong water flow without damaging your
eavestrough seams or overwhelming your downspouts. A telescoping gutter cleaning wand attachment extends
your reach and reduces ladder repositioning, which is especially valuable given Ottawa's safety concerns around
ice-slicked gutters in spring and fall. Start with moderate pressure and increase as needed. The goal is to create a
steady flow that carries debris toward the downspout without splashing dirty water back onto yourself or your
home's siding.

Test each downspout individually by directing water flow into the gutter opening. In Ottawa's clay-heavy soll
conditions, downspouts often accumulate sediment that restricts flow during our intense summer thunderstorms. If
water backs up instead of flowing freely through the downspout, you've identified a clog that needs attention.
Sometimes you can clear minor downspout blockages by feeding the hose directly into the top of the downspout
and using full pressure, but stubborn clogs may require disconnecting the downspout elbow or calling a

professional.

This DIY approach works well for single-storey homes where ladder safety is manageable, but Ottawa's
frequent freeze-thaw cycles can make roof edges and gutters unexpectedly slippery even in mild weather. For two-
storey homes or complex rooflines, the safety risks often outweigh the cost savings of DIY cleaning. Professional
eavestrough cleaning in Ottawa typically runs $150 to $350 per visit and includes downspout flushing, minor

repairs, and safety equipment that most homeowners don't own.

If you discover damaged seams, loose hangers, or improper slope during your cleaning, those repairs require
professional assessment. You can browse experienced eavestrough contractors through the Ottawa Construction

Network directory at justynrookcontracting.com to address any issues beyond basic maintenance cleaning.
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Can You Install Gutter Guards Yourself in Ottawa? DIY vs Professional

You can absolutely install certain types of gutter guards yourself on a single-storey Ottawa home, but the answer
depends heavily on the type of guard, your roof height, and your comfort level working on a ladder in

sometimes challenging conditions.

Which Gutter Guards Are DIY-Friendly?

Snap-in screen guards and foam inserts are the most DIY-friendly options. Snap-in screens clip directly under
the front lip of your K-style eavestrough and sit on top of the back edge, requiring no screws, rivets, or modifications
to your existing gutters. A homeowner with a sturdy extension ladder can install these on a single-storey bungalow
in a weekend. Snap-in screens cost $3 to $8 per linear foot at Ottawa building supply stores, and a typical
bungalow with 120 to 150 linear feet of gutter would run $360 to $1,200 in materials. Foam gutter inserts are even

simpler, as you just cut them to length and push them into the gutter channel, costing $2 to $5 per linear foot.

Micro-mesh guards and reverse-curve systems are a different story. Micro-mesh guards typically require
screwing through the guard into the front lip of the eavestrough and sliding the back edge under the first row of
shingles or securing it to the fascia. This means working at the roofline with power tools, and improper installation
can void your roofing warranty if shingles are lifted or disturbed. Reverse-curve (helmet-style) guards require
precise angle adjustment to match your roof pitch and are almost always professionally installed. These premium

systems cost $18 to $30 per linear foot installed in Ottawa.

For any home taller than a single storey, professional installation is strongly recommended regardless of the
guard type. Working on a ladder at two-storey height, which is typically 20 to 25 feet above ground, introduces
serious fall risk. Ottawa's older neighbourhoods often have uneven ground, mature tree roots near foundations, and
landscaping that makes ladder placement tricky. Professional eavestrough contractors carry WSIB coverage and

$2 million in liability insurance, which protects you if an accident occurs on your property.

Ottawa's climate adds another consideration. If you install gutter guards yourself, make sure they can handle heavy
snow loads and ice. Cheap plastic screens can warp or collapse under Ottawa's wet snow, which weighs 200 to
500 kilograms per cubic metre. Metal mesh or aluminum guards hold up far better through Ottawa's harsh
winters. Also consider that guards installed in fall may need to withstand ice buildup within weeks, so ensure they

are firmly secured.

If you are comfortable on a ladder, installing snap-in screens on a bungalow is a reasonable weekend project that
can save you $500 to $1,000 in labour costs. For anything more complex, or on any home taller than one storey,

hiring a professional is the safer and more reliable choice. Browse eavestrough contractors through the Ottawa
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Construction Network directory at justynrookcontracting.com to find someone who can recommend and install the

right guard system for your home.
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Is It Safe to Clean Two-Storey Eavestroughs Yourself in Ottawa?

The honest answer is that cleaning eavestroughs on a two-storey home yourself is risky, and for most Ottawa
homeowners, hiring a professional is the smarter and safer choice. Falls from ladders are one of the leading causes
of serious injury in residential settings, and the risk increases dramatically once you are working above single-
storey height.

A typical two-storey Ottawa home puts your eavestroughs at 20 to 25 feet above grade. At that height, you need a
properly rated extension ladder that extends at least 3 feet above the gutter line for safe mounting and
dismounting. The ladder must be set at the correct 4:1 angle, meaning for every 4 feet of height, the base should
be 1 foot away from the wall. On a two-storey home, this places the ladder base roughly 6 feet out from the

foundation, and you need firm, level ground for stable footing.

Ottawa's older neighbourhoods present unique ladder challenges that make two-storey gutter cleaning particularly
hazardous. Homes in the Glebe, Old Ottawa South, Westboro, and Centretown often have uneven landscaping,
narrow side yards, and mature tree roots that prevent stable ladder placement. Winter frost heave can leave the
ground around your foundation uneven well into spring, and Ottawa's clay soil stays soft and slippery long after

rain. A ladder sinking into soft clay or sliding on a sloped surface at 20 feet is an extremely dangerous situation.

If you are determined to clean your two-storey eavestroughs yourself, invest in a ladder stabilizer (also called a
standoff bracket), which costs $30 to $60 and prevents the ladder from resting directly on the gutter, reducing both
damage to the eavestrough and the risk of the ladder sliding sideways. Never lean more than arm's length to either
side while on the ladder, and always have someone on the ground as a spotter who can hold the base and call
for help if needed. Wear non-slip footwear and work gloves, and never clean eavestroughs in wet, icy, or windy

conditions.

A much safer alternative for DIY-minded homeowners is a telescoping gutter cleaning wand that attaches to your
garden hose or pressure washer. These tools extend 12 to 18 feet and let you flush debris from ground level. They
cost $30 to $80 at Ottawa hardware stores and eliminate ladder risk entirely, though they are less precise than

hand-cleaning and can leave compacted debris behind.

Professional eavestrough cleaning on a two-storey Ottawa home typically costs $200 to $400 per visit, and most
companies offer spring and fall cleaning packages for $350 to $700 annually. Professionals carry proper
equipment including harnesses, scaffolding when needed, and commercial-grade vacuums. They also carry WSIB

coverage, meaning you are not liable if they are injured on your property.

For most two-storey homeowners, the cost of professional cleaning is well worth the safety it provides. Browse local

eavestrough professionals through the Ottawa Construction Network directory at justynrookcontracting.com to
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compare your options.

Essential Tools for DIY Eavestrough Cleaning on an Ottawa Bungalow

Cleaning eavestroughs on a single-storey bungalow is one of the most manageable DIY home maintenance tasks,
and with the right tools you can knock it out in one to two hours and save the $150 to $350 that professional

cleaning costs in Ottawa.

Essential Eavestrough Cleaning Tools

The most important piece of equipment is a sturdy extension ladder rated for your weight plus the weight of your
tools. For a single-storey bungalow where eavestroughs sit about 10 to 12 feet above grade, a 16 to 20-foot
extension ladder provides sufficient height with the proper 4:1 angle. Aluminum ladders are lighter and easier to
move around the house, while fibreglass ladders are heavier but safer near electrical lines. A good extension ladder

costs $150 to $350 at Ottawa hardware stores and is a worthwhile investment for ongoing home maintenance.

A ladder stabilizer (standoff bracket) is a highly recommended accessory that costs $30 to $60 and attaches to
the top of your ladder, spanning across the eavestrough so the ladder rests against the fascia rather than directly

on the gutter. This prevents denting your eavestroughs and gives you a much more stable working platform.

For scooping debris, a plastic gutter scoop shaped to fit the K-style eavestrough profile costs about $5 to $10 and
works far better than improvised tools. The curved shape matches the gutter bottom and lets you scoop packed

leaves and granule sludge efficiently. Avoid metal scoops, which can scratch and damage the eavestrough coating.

Bring a 5-gallon bucket with a hook that clips onto the ladder or gutter edge. This keeps debris contained rather
than dropping it all over your landscaping. You can buy a purpose-built bucket hook for about $10, or fashion one

from a wire coat hanger.

Heavy-duty work gloves are essential. Ottawa eavestroughs collect sharp debris including broken twigs, metal
granules from asphalt shingles, and occasionally broken fasteners. Leather or heavy-duty rubber-coated gloves

protect your hands and improve grip. A pair costs $10 to $20.

A garden hose with a spray nozzle is your finishing tool. After scooping out solid debris, flush the entire
eavestrough run toward the downspout to clear remaining silt and test the drainage slope. If water pools anywhere
instead of flowing steadily toward the downspout, that section needs re-sloping, which is a job better left to a

professional.
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Finally, bring a plumber's snake or flexible drain rod for clearing clogged downspouts. Ottawa's heavy leaf fall
from maples and oaks in neighbourhoods like Westboro, the Glebe, and Rockcliffe Park means downspout clogs
are extremely common in late fall. Feed the snake down from the top and work the clog free, then flush with the

hose.

The total cost for a complete DIY eavestrough cleaning kit is roughly $250 to $500 if you need to buy everything
from scratch, and these tools will serve you for years of twice-annual cleaning. For situations beyond basic
cleaning, like re-sloping sagging sections or repairing loose hangers, the Ottawa Construction Network directory at

justynrookcontracting.com can connect you with local eavestrough professionals.

How to Seal a Leaking Eavestrough Joint Yourself in Ottawa

Sealing a leaking eavestrough joint is one of the best DIY eavestrough repairs you can tackle as an Ottawa
homeowner. It requires minimal tools, costs very little in materials, and can prevent water damage to your fascia,

soffit, and foundation if you catch it early.

Leaking joints are extremely common on sectional eavestrough systems, where individual sections connect with
slip joints and sealant. Ottawa's extreme temperature swings, with summer highs above 35 degrees Celsius and
winter lows hitting minus 30, cause aluminum to expand and contract enough to break sealant bonds over time.
Every freeze-thaw cycle stresses these joints, and Ottawa sees 50 or more such cycles per winter. Even seamless

eavestroughs have joints at corners, end caps, and downspout outlets that can develop leaks.

To seal a leaking joint yourself, you need gutter sealant (also called gutter caulk), which is a specially formulated
butyl rubber or tripolymer sealant designed for metal-to-metal adhesion in wet conditions. Do not use regular
silicone caulk, as it does not bond well to aluminum and becomes brittle in Ottawa's cold winters. Quality gutter
sealant costs $6 to $12 per tube at Ottawa hardware stores. Brands like Geocel, DAP, and Loctite all make

products specifically for eavestroughs.

Start by cleaning the joint area thoroughly. Remove old sealant with a putty knife, then scrub the area with a wire
brush and clean with rubbing alcohol to remove any oils or oxidation. The joint surfaces must be completely dry
and clean for the new sealant to bond properly. Apply the sealant generously to the inside of the joint, working it
into the seam with your finger or a popsicle stick. Cover the entire overlap area and extend the sealant at least half
an inch beyond the joint on each side. Allow 24 to 48 hours of dry weather for the sealant to cure before it gets

wet.
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The ideal time to seal eavestrough joints in Ottawa is during a dry stretch in late spring or early fall when
temperatures are between 10 and 25 degrees Celsius. Sealant does not cure properly in cold temperatures below 5

degrees or in very hot conditions above 35 degrees. Avoid applying sealant if rain is forecast within 48 hours.

This repair is well within DIY territory for single-storey homes where you can safely reach the eavestroughs with a
ladder. The total material cost is typically under $20, compared to a professional repair call that runs $150 to $300
in Ottawa. However, if the leak is caused by a separated joint where the sections have pulled apart, sealant
alone may not fix the problem. Separated joints often indicate that hangers have failed or the eavestrough run has

shifted, which requires professional re-securing.

For leaks beyond basic sealant repair, or for any work on two-storey or taller homes, the Ottawa Construction
Network directory at justynrookcontracting.com lists local eavestrough contractors who can handle more complex
repairs safely.
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How to Add a Downspout Extension to Protect Your Ottawa Foundation

Adding a downspout extension is one of the simplest and most impactful DIY projects an Ottawa homeowner
can do, and it directly protects your foundation from water damage that is especially problematic in Ottawa's heavy

clay soil.

The Ontario Building Code requires that downspout drainage discharge at least 1.8 metres (about 6 feet) away
from the foundation, and for Ottawa homes sitting on Leda clay, pushing water even further away is better. Clay
soil absorbs water very slowly, meaning water that pools near your foundation can saturate the ground and create
hydrostatic pressure against your basement walls, leading to cracks, seepage, and long-term structural issues.
This is one of the most common causes of basement moisture problems across Ottawa, from older homes in

Centretown to newer builds in Barrhaven and Stittsville.

Types of Downspout Extensions

The simplest option is a rigid aluminum or vinyl extension that snaps or screws onto the bottom of your existing
downspout elbow. These straight sections come in 2 to 6-foot lengths and cost $5 to $15 each at any Ottawa
hardware store. You can connect multiple sections to reach the desired distance. This is a 10-minute project

requiring no tools beyond a screwdriver for the sheet metal screws that secure the connection.

Flexible roll-out extensions are a popular upgrade that costs $10 to $25 each. These coiled extensions stay
rolled up flat against the house when dry, then unroll automatically when water flows through them, extending 4 to 8
feet from the foundation. They are great for walkways and mowing paths because they stay out of the way until

needed. However, they are less durable than rigid extensions and may need replacing every few years.

Splash blocks are the most basic option at $5 to $12 each. These concrete or plastic trays sit beneath the
downspout outlet and spread water across a wider area. They are better than nothing but often do not move water

far enough from the foundation to satisfy the 1.8-metre OBC requirement, especially on clay soil.

For the best long-term protection, consider a buried underground extension using solid PVC pipe running to a
pop-up emitter or dry well several feet away. This is a more involved project that requires digging a trench, but it is
still manageable as a DIY project for a single downspout. You will need 4-inch PVC pipe ($3 to $5 per foot), a
downspout-to-PVC adapter ($8 to $15), and a pop-up emitter ($10 to $20). Dig the trench at a consistent slope
of at least 1/4 inch per foot, keeping the pipe above the frost line since it drains completely between rainfalls. Total

materials for one underground run cost $50 to $120.

Before digging any trench, call Ontario One Call at 1-800-400-2255 to have underground utilities marked for free.

This is legally required and protects you from hitting buried gas, electrical, or communications lines.
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For multiple downspouts or complex drainage situations, the Ottawa Construction Network directory at
justynrookcontracting.com lists contractors who specialize in exterior drainage and can design a complete water

management system for your property.

When to Stop DIY Eavestrough Repairs and Call a Pro in Ottawa

Knowing when to put down the ladder and pick up the phone is one of the most important eavestrough decisions an
Ottawa homeowner can make. DIY repairs save money on simple tasks, but there is a clear line where the risk to

your safety and the potential for costly mistakes outweigh the savings.

The most obvious threshold is height. If your repair involves working on a two-storey or taller home, the risk-reward
equation shifts dramatically in favour of hiring a professional. At 20 to 25 feet above grade, a fall can cause life-
changing injuries. Professional eavestrough contractors work at height daily, carry proper safety equipment
including harnesses and scaffolding, and have WSIB (Workplace Safety and Insurance Board) coverage that
protects you from liability if an accident occurs on your property. A professional repair call in Ottawa costs $150 to
$500 depending on the scope, which is a small price compared to the medical bills and lost income from a serious
fall.

You should call a professional when you notice multiple sections of eavestrough pulling away from the fascia.
This indicates either the hangers have failed across a wide area, the fascia board is rotting behind the eavestrough,
or the entire system has shifted due to ice loading or settling. Reattaching one loose hanger is a reasonable DIY
repair, but if your eavestroughs are sagging or separating along 10 feet or more, the underlying problem is
structural and needs professional diagnosis. Fascia rot in particular is deceptive because the surface may look fine
while the wood behind is soft and crumbling. Fascia replacement costs $12 to $25 per linear foot in Ottawa and

should always be done by a professional who can assess the full extent of the damage.

Ice dam damage is another clear signal to call in a professional. After an Ottawa winter with heavy snow and ice
buildup, eavestroughs can be bent, crushed, or torn from the fascia in ways that look repairable but involve hidden
damage to the mounting points and roof edge. Attempting to straighten bent eavestroughs without replacing

damaged hangers and fascia often leads to the entire section failing again during the next winter.

Seamless eavestrough work always requires a professional. If a seamless section is damaged, you cannot
simply replace a piece because seamless gutters are formed on-site by a portable roll-forming machine that only
contractors own. Any modification to a seamless system involves custom fabrication. Similarly, if your home needs

re-sloping of the entire eavestrough system because water pools instead of flowing to the downspouts, this
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involves adjusting every hanger along the run and requires experience to get the proper gradient of at least 1/4
inch per 10 feet.

Hardwired heat cable installation for ice dam prevention must be done by an ESA-licensed electrician in

Ontario. This is not optional and not a DIY project regardless of your skill level.

When it is time to call a professional, the Ottawa Construction Network directory at justynrookcontracting.com is a

free resource to browse local eavestrough contractors and compare your options before committing.

How to Install Snap-In Gutter Screens Yourself in Orleans

Yes, installing snap-in gutter screens on a single-storey home in Orleans is a perfectly manageable weekend DIY
project that can save you significant money on professional installation while keeping your eavestroughs clear of

the heavy leaf debris that Orleans neighbourhoods are known for.

Orleans sits in the eastern end of Ottawa where many subdivisions from the 1980s and 1990s, including
Fallingbrook, Avalon, and Chaperal, have mature deciduous trees that drop enormous volumes of leaves in
September through November. Neighbourhoods closer to the Ottawa River and Green's Creek, like Convent Glen
and Orleans Village, deal with additional debris from willows, poplars, and cottonwoods. Snap-in gutter screens are

an effective first line of defence against this debris load.

How to Install Snap-In Gutter Screens

Snap-in screens are designed for standard 5-inch K-style eavestroughs, which is what the vast majority of
Orleans homes have. The screens clip under the front lip of the gutter and rest on the back edge, with no screws,
rivets, or tools required beyond a tape measure and tin snips for cutting to length. A single-storey bungalow or split-
level in Orleans typically has 100 to 150 linear feet of eavestrough, and the installation takes most homeowners 2

to 4 hours.

Start by thoroughly cleaning your eavestroughs before installing the screens. There is no point snapping
screens over packed debris. Scoop out all leaves and silt, flush the gutters and downspouts with a garden hose,
and confirm water flows properly toward each downspout. If water pools anywhere, the slope needs adjustment

before you add guards.

Snap-in screens come in standard lengths of 3 to 4 feet and cost $3 to $8 per linear foot at hardware stores in

Orleans and across Ottawa. For 125 linear feet, expect to spend $375 to $1,000 in materials depending on the

Ottawa Eavestroughs — ottawaeavestroughs.com — Generated May 31, 2026



quality. Aluminum mesh screens are more durable than plastic in Ottawa's climate and hold up better under snow
loads. Avoid the cheapest plastic screens, which become brittle after a few Ottawa winters where temperatures

drop below minus 25 degrees Celsius and can crack under ice weight.

Work your way around the house section by section, starting from the end furthest from the downspout. Tuck the
back edge of each screen under the rear lip of the eavestrough, then snap the front edge over the front lip. Overlap
each screen section by about 1 inch to prevent gaps where debris can enter. At corners and downspout openings,

use tin snips to custom-cut the screens to fit. Some brands include pre-cut corner pieces and downspout covers.

The total cost comparison makes the DIY approach compelling. Professional gutter guard installation in Ottawa
runs $10 to $25 per linear foot installed, meaning a professional install on a 125-foot home costs $1,250 to

$3,125. Doing it yourself with quality snap-in screens saves $800 to $2,000 in labour.

Keep in mind that snap-in screens still require annual inspection and occasional cleaning. Fine debris like pine
needles and maple keys can sit on top of the screens and reduce water flow. A quick brush-off with a broom from

the ladder each spring and fall keeps them working properly.

For more complex gutter guard systems like micro-mesh or reverse-curve, or if your home has any sections higher
than single-storey, the Ottawa Construction Network directory at justynrookcontracting.com lists local professionals

who can handle the installation safely.
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Q10
Ladder Safety for Eavestrough Cleaning in Ottawa

Ladder safety is the single most important consideration when cleaning eavestroughs yourself, and Ottawa's

variable weather adds extra risk factors that homeowners need to take seriously before climbing up.

Essential Ladder Safety for Ottawa Eavestrough Cleaning

Start with the right equipment. Use a sturdy fibreglass or aluminum extension ladder rated for at least 225
pounds (Type Il duty rating), and make sure it extends at least three feet above the eavestrough line so you have
a secure handhold at the top. Position the ladder base on firm, level ground at a 4-to-1 angle — for every four feet
of height, the base should sit one foot away from the wall. Ottawa's clay-heavy soil can be soft and uneven after
rain or spring thaw, so use a ladder leveller or wide stabilizer feet to prevent sinking. Never place a ladder on

frozen ground, wet leaves, or icy surfaces, which are common in Ottawa from late October through April.

Wear non-slip work boots, heavy-duty work gloves to protect against sharp metal edges and debris, and safety
glasses. A tool belt or bucket hook keeps both hands free while you work. Never lean sideways beyond your belt
buckle — the most common cause of ladder falls is overreaching rather than moving the ladder. Ottawa homes in
older neighbourhoods like the Glebe and Old Ottawa South often have uneven landscaping and mature tree roots

near foundations, making ladder placement trickier than on newer Barrhaven or Stittsville properties.

Timing matters enormously in Ottawa. Clean eavestroughs on a dry, calm day when temperatures are above 10
degrees Celsius. Avoid cleaning after a frost, when eavestrough edges and ladder rungs can be slippery with
invisible ice. The best windows for safe cleaning are late May through June and mid-September through mid-
October before the first freeze. Never clean eavestroughs during or immediately after rain — wet aluminum is

dangerously slick.

For single-storey Ottawa bungalows with standard 8-to-10-foot eave heights, ladder work is manageable for most
physically capable homeowners. However, two-storey homes should always be left to professionals — working
above 16 feet dramatically increases fall risk, and Ottawa's older two-storey homes often have steep roof pitches
that make ladder positioning difficult. Professional eavestrough cleaning in Ottawa runs $150 to $350 per visit,

which is a reasonable investment compared to the risk of a serious fall.

Always tell someone you are working on a ladder and keep a phone accessible. If you are uncomfortable at any
height, there is no shame in hiring a professional. The Ottawa Construction Network directory at

justynrookcontracting.com lists eavestrough contractors who handle seasonal cleaning safely and efficiently.

Ottawa Eavestroughs — ottawaeavestroughs.com — Generated May 31, 2026



Q11
Can You DIY Seamless Eavestrough Installation in Ottawa?

DIY seamless eavestrough installation is not realistically possible for homeowners. Seamless eavestroughs require
a portable roll-forming machine that costs $5,000 to $15,000 and takes considerable training to operate properly.
These machines feed flat aluminum coil stock through a series of rollers that shape it into a continuous K-style or
half-round profile, custom-cut to the exact length of each run on your home. This is fundamentally different from

sectional gutters that come in pre-formed 10-foot lengths you can buy at a hardware store.

Why Seamless Systems Need Professional Installation

Beyond the machine itself, seamless installation demands trade skills that take years to develop. The installer must
calculate precise slope — a minimum of one-quarter inch per 10 feet of run toward each downspout — and
account for Ottawa's extreme thermal expansion. Aluminum expands roughly 1 millimetre per metre for every 10-
degree Celsius temperature swing, and Ottawa experiences over 65 degrees of annual variation. A professional
knows to install expansion joints and leave appropriate gaps at corners and end caps so the system does not

buckle in summer or pull apart in winter.

Hanger spacing is critical in Ottawa's snow belt. Professional installers place hidden hangers every 18 to 24 inches
to handle wet snow loads that can reach 200 to 500 kilograms per cubic metre. Getting this wrong means your
eavestroughs pull away from the fascia during the first heavy snowfall, which is both a waste of money and a

potential safety hazard from falling gutters and ice.

What you can realistically do yourself is install sectional aluminum eavestroughs from a home improvement
store. These snap-together systems cost $4 to $8 per linear foot for materials and come with basic hangers, end
caps, and connectors. However, sectional systems have seams every 10 feet that are vulnerable to leaking,
especially through Ottawa's freeze-thaw cycles. Each seam is a potential failure point that needs regular resealing.

Seamless systems eliminate all mid-run joints, which is why they last longer and require far less maintenance.

For a typical Ottawa bungalow with 120 to 150 linear feet of eavestrough, professional seamless aluminum
installation runs $1,500 to $3,000 — roughly 10 to 15 percent below Toronto rates. Given that seamless systems
last 20 to 30 years compared to 10 to 15 for sectional, the cost per year of service is actually comparable, and you

avoid the ongoing headache of seam leaks.

If you are considering new eavestroughs for your Ottawa home, browsing eavestrough contractors through the
Ottawa Construction Network directory at justynrookcontracting.com is a good starting point for getting competitive

quotes from local professionals who carry the proper equipment and insurance.
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Q12
How to Flush Downspouts for Clogs Before Ottawa's Rainy Season

Flushing your downspouts before Ottawa's spring rainy season is one of the smartest preventive maintenance

tasks you can do, and it is straightforward enough for most homeowners to handle safely on a single-storey home.

Start by cleaning the eavestroughs first — there is no point flushing downspouts if the gutters above them are
packed with debris that will immediately re-clog the system. Remove leaves, shingle granules, and accumulated
sediment by hand or with a gutter scoop, working away from the downspout outlet so you do not push debris into
the pipe. Ottawa eavestroughs collect an extraordinary amount of debris between October and April, including

maple keys, pine needles, ice dam residue, and roofing granules loosened by freeze-thaw cycling.

Flushing and Diagnosing Downspout Clogs

Once the troughs are clear, position your garden hose at the top of each downspout and run water at full pressure
for 30 to 60 seconds. Watch the bottom discharge point — water should flow freely and forcefully within seconds. If

water backs up in the eavestrough, overflows at the top, or barely trickles out the bottom, you have a clog.

For minor clogs, try a plumber's snake or drain auger fed down from the top of the downspout. Work it gently to
avoid denting the aluminum. For stubborn blockages, disconnect the downspout at the bottom elbow and work the
clog from both directions. Ottawa's downspouts frequently clog at the upper elbow where the eavestrough outlet
meets the vertical pipe, and at the lower elbow where the downspout transitions to the ground-level extension. Ice

and compacted leaf matter from winter accumulate at these bends.

If your downspouts connect to underground drainage pipes, flushing is even more important. Ottawa's clay soil
and frost heave can shift buried pipes, creating low spots where debris settles and roots intrude. Run the hose into
the underground connection for several minutes and check that water exits at the discharge point. If underground
lines are blocked, you may need a professional with a powered drain snake — underground eavestrough drainage
repair in Ottawa typically costs $300 to $800 depending on the extent of the blockage and whether excavation is

needed.

The ideal timing for this maintenance in Ottawa is late April to mid-May, after the final snowmelt but before the
heavy spring rains that typically hit in late May and June. Ottawa receives significant spring rainfall, and clogged
downspouts during this period cause eavestrough overflow that directs water toward your foundation — a serious

concern given Ottawa's clay-heavy soil, which drains poorly and channels water toward basement walls.

Atfter flushing, confirm that all downspout extensions direct water at least 1.8 metres from the foundation, as
required by the Ontario Building Code. If you find recurring clogs, gutter guards can dramatically reduce debris

entering your downspouts. The Ottawa Construction Network directory at justynrookcontracting.com can help you
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find local professionals for drainage assessment or gutter guard installation.

Disclaimer: This guide is provided for informational purposes only by Ottawa Eavestroughs. It does not constitute professional
advice. Always consult qualified, licensed contractors and your local building authority before starting any eavestrough, gutter, or
soffit/fascia project. Information is current as of May 31, 2026 and may change. Visit ottawaeavestroughs.com for the latest

answers.
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