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What eavestrough problems show up in summer that were hidden by ice and
snow in Ottawa?

Summer reveals eavestrough damage that Ottawa's harsh winter conceals under layers of ice and snow. As
temperatures climb and the last of the snow melts away, homeowners often discover problems that developed
gradually through the winter freeze-thaw cycles or were simply impossible to see when gutters were packed with

ice.

The most common summer discovery is separated joints and seams where sections of eavestrough have pulled
apart. Ottawa's extreme temperature swings—from minus 30 to plus 35 degrees Celsius—cause aluminum
eavestroughs to expand and contract by over 6 millimetres on a typical 10-metre run. Winter ice loading adds
tremendous stress to these joints, and by spring, many seams have opened enough to leak significantly. You'll
notice water dripping from corners or mid-runs during summer rainstorms, even though the system appeared fine

when frozen solid.

Sagging sections become obvious once snow weight is removed and you can see the actual gutter profile. Ice and
snow can weigh 200 to 500 kilograms per cubic metre, and this loading often stretches hangers or pulls them loose
from the fascia board. What looked like a normal snow-filled gutter in February reveals itself as a severely sagging

section that pools water in summer. Poor drainage from sagging creates mosquito breeding habitat and accelerates

corrosion in aluminum systems.

Fascia board damage is frequently hidden until summer when you can inspect the mounting points properly. Ice
dams and freeze-thaw cycles cause significant moisture infiltration behind eavestroughs, leading to rot in wooden
fascia boards. Summer heat and humidity accelerate this decay process, and many homeowners discover soft,

spongy fascia wood that can no longer support the eavestrough system securely.

Downspout disconnections are another common summer surprise. Frost heave in Ottawa's deep frost line (1.2 to
1.5 metres) can shift underground drainage connections, while ice buildup often pushes downspout sections apart
at the joints. Once the ice melts, these disconnected sections become apparent when water pours out at ground

level instead of flowing through the complete drainage system.

Gutter guard damage shows up clearly in summer after winter ice has bent, cracked, or completely displaced
protective screening systems. Many homeowners install gutter guards in fall, only to discover in summer that ice

expansion has rendered them ineffective or created gaps where debris now accumulates.

The optimal time for eavestrough inspection and repair in Ottawa is late May through early June, after the

last freeze but before summer storm season intensifies. This timing allows you to address winter damage before
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heavy rainfall tests your system's capacity. Summer thunderstorms in Ottawa can dump 25 to 50 millimetres of rain

in short periods, quickly overwhelming compromised eavestrough systems.

For comprehensive assessment of winter damage, especially on two-storey homes where ladder work becomes
dangerous, connecting with experienced contractors through the Ottawa Construction Network directory ensures

proper evaluation and repair of issues that winter weather kept hidden from view.

Is there a summer maintenance task | should do on my eavestroughs in Ottawa?

Summer is the perfect time for comprehensive eavestrough maintenance in Ottawa, as the mild weather
allows safe access and gives you time to address issues before fall storms and winter ice loading arrive. The most
important summer task is a thorough cleaning and inspection that prepares your system for Ottawa's demanding

autumn and winter seasons.

Deep cleaning is your primary summer priority. Remove all accumulated debris from spring runoff, including
leaves, twigs, granules from asphalt shingles, and any sediment that has settled in low spots. Ottawa's frequent
spring storms often deposit surprising amounts of debris, and summer's dry conditions make removal much easier
than during wet fall weather. Use a gutter scoop or small garden trowel to remove debris, working from the
downspouts toward the high points. After clearing debris, flush the entire system with a garden hose to check water

flow and identify any blockages in downspouts or underground drainage connections.

Summer is ideal for seam inspection and preventive sealing. Ottawa's extreme temperature swings cause
aluminum eavestroughs to expand and contract significantly, which can open gaps at joints over time. Check all
seams, end caps, and downspout connections for signs of separation or dried caulking. Apply fresh gutter sealant
to any questionable areas while they're completely dry. This preventive maintenance is far less expensive than

repairing water damage from failed seams during heavy fall rains.

Inspect and adjust eavestrough slope during summer's stable conditions. Proper drainage requires at least
one-quarter inch of slope per 10 feet toward each downspout. Ice loading and thermal movement can gradually
reduce slope over time, creating low spots where water pools. Standing water breeds mosquitoes, accelerates
corrosion, and adds weight that stresses hangers. Use a level to check slope and adjust hangers if needed, or note

areas that may require professional attention.

Check hanger security and fascia condition while you have safe ladder access. Ottawa's snow loading requires

hangers spaced no more than 24 inches apart, and loose hangers will only worsen under winter ice stress. Look for
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bent hangers, loose screws, or fascia boards showing signs of moisture damage or rot. Summer's dry conditions

make fascia repairs much more effective than attempting them in wet fall weather.

For single-storey homes, this maintenance is manageable for most homeowners with proper ladder safety.
However, two-storey homes or complex rooflines warrant professional attention. If you discover significant issues
like extensive seam failure, inadequate slope, or fascia damage, browse eavestrough contractors through the
Ottawa Construction Network directory at justynrookcontracting.com to address problems before Ottawa's

challenging winter season arrives.

Eavestrough Cleaning Costs in Sandy Hill

Eavestrough Cleaning Costs in Sandy Hill

Eavestrough cleaning in Sandy Hill typically costs $150 to $350 per visit for a standard residential home, which is
right in line with Ottawa-wide pricing. Sandy Hill is one of Ottawa's most heavily treed neighbourhoods, with mature
maples, oaks, and elms lining nearly every street, so your eavestroughs are collecting more debris than homes in

newer subdivisions like Barrhaven or Riverside South. That heavier debris load often means slightly more time on-

site, which can push prices toward the higher end of that range.

The exact cost depends on several factors. A single-storey home with 120 linear feet of gutter will typically cost
$150 to $200 per cleaning, while a two-storey home with 150 to 200 linear feet runs $200 to $350 because of
the additional ladder work and safety precautions required at height. Many of Sandy Hill's character homes are two-
and-a-half to three-storey Victorian and Edwardian buildings with steep rooflines, dormers, and hard-to-reach
valleys. These complex rooflines push cleaning costs to the $300 to $400 range because they require more setup

time, longer ladder reaches, and sometimes specialized equipment.

Most Ottawa eavestrough professionals recommend twice-annual cleaning for Sandy Hill homes — once in late
spring after the maple keys and pollen catkins drop, and once in late autumn after the bulk of leaf fall in November.
A seasonal maintenance package covering both cleanings typically costs $250 to $600 per year, which saves
roughly 10 to 15 percent compared to booking two separate visits. Some contractors offer a third mid-summer

cleaning at a discounted add-on rate for homes directly beneath large trees.

During a professional cleaning visit, the crew should remove all debris from the gutters by hand or with a gutter
scoop, flush the entire system with water to check flow and slope, clear any clogged downspouts using a plumber's

snake or high-pressure nozzle, and inspect hangers, seams, and end caps for damage. A thorough cleaning takes
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one to two hours for a typical Sandy Hill home. Ask your contractor whether they include downspout flushing in

the base price — some charge an additional $25 to $50 per downspout if blockages require extra clearing.

Sandy Hill sits within a heritage conservation district, so if your cleaning crew notices damaged fascia or
deteriorating eavestrough sections, keep in mind that replacement materials and profiles on heritage-designated
properties may need to meet specific guidelines. It is worth checking with Ottawa's Heritage Planning staff through

3-1-1 before making any changes beyond routine cleaning.

Given Sandy Hill's heavy canopy, installing gutter guards can dramatically reduce your cleaning frequency and
long-term costs. Micro-mesh guards, which run $18 to $30 per linear foot installed, can cut cleaning visits from

twice a year to once every two or three years.

To find eavestrough cleaning professionals familiar with Sandy Hill's older homes and heritage requirements, the
Ottawa Construction Network directory at justynrookcontracting.com is a helpful resource for comparing local

contractors and requesting quotes.
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Eavestrough Cleaning Frequency for Ottawa Homes Near Maple Trees

If your Ottawa home has large maple trees nearby, you should plan on cleaning your eavestroughs a minimum of
three times per year, and four times is better if the trees overhang or are within 10 metres of your roofline. Maples
are particularly demanding on eavestrough systems because they produce debris in multiple seasons, not just

during fall leaf drop, and each type of debris creates different clogging problems.

In late April to early May, maples release their seeds — those familiar winged samaras or "helicopter” seeds —
in enormous quantities. These seeds are the perfect size and shape to wedge into eavestrough seams, downspout
outlets, and gutter guard openings. A single large silver maple can drop thousands of seeds over two to three
weeks, and they accumulate in eavestroughs faster than most homeowners realize. This spring cleaning is
essential before Ottawa's heavy May and June thunderstorms, which dump large volumes of water that your gutters
need to handle.

The late June to mid-July period brings a second wave of debris from maples. Smaller twigs, spent flower
clusters, and early leaf drop from summer stress create a layer of fine organic matter that decomposes into a sticky
sludge in the bottom of your eavestroughs. This sludge holds moisture against the aluminum, and while aluminum
does not rust, the standing organic material promotes algae growth and staining that is difficult to remove once
established.

The Critical Fall Cleaning

Late October to mid-November is the most important cleaning of the year. Ottawa's maples drop their leaves over
roughly four to six weeks, and a mature maple can deposit enough leaves to fill every foot of eavestrough on your
home multiple times over. The critical timing is to clean after the majority of leaves have fallen but before the
first hard freeze, which in Ottawa typically arrives in late November. Cleaning too early means more leaves will fall
after your cleaning, while cleaning too late risks working with frozen, compacted debris that is much harder to

remove.

A fourth cleaning in late August or early September is worthwhile if your maples show signs of stress, disease, or
heavy seed production. Tar spot fungus, which is extremely common on Ottawa maples, causes early leaf drop that

can clog gutters well before the main fall season.

Professional eavestrough cleaning in Ottawa costs $150 to $350 per visit for a typical home, meaning a three to
four-visit annual schedule runs $450 to $1,200 per year. A seasonal maintenance package from a single contractor
often brings the per-visit cost down. Alternatively, installing micro-mesh gutter guards at $18 to $30 per linear

foot can reduce your cleaning frequency to once annually, as the mesh keeps maple seeds and leaves out while
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allowing water through. Even with guards, an annual inspection and surface clearing is recommended.

If you want to connect with eavestrough cleaning and gutter guard professionals who understand Ottawa's tree
canopy challenges, the Ottawa Construction Network directory at justynrookcontracting.com is a good starting

point for comparing local contractors.

Spring Eavestrough Maintenance After Ottawa Winters

Spring eavestrough maintenance is one of the most important things you can do to protect your Ottawa home,
because winter puts more stress on gutter systems here than almost anywhere else in Canada. After enduring over
200 centimetres of snowfall, dozens of freeze-thaw cycles, and potential ice dam loading, your eavestroughs
need a thorough inspection and cleaning before Ottawa's heavy spring rains arrive in May. Start this work as soon
as temperatures consistently stay above 5 degrees Celsius and the ground is firm enough for safe ladder

placement — typically late April in Ottawa.

Begin with a visual inspection from ground level before you touch a ladder. Walk the perimeter of your home
and look for sections of eavestrough that are sagging, pulling away from the fascia, or visibly tilted. Check for dents,
cracks, or sections where ice has pushed the gutter out of alignment. Note any spots where water staining on the
fascia or soffit suggests leaks or overflow during winter. Ground-level inspection takes five minutes and tells you

where to focus your attention.

The Hands-On Checklist

Once you are safely on a ladder — always on dry, firm ground with a stabilizer bar — start by removing all
debris from the eavestrough troughs. Winter compresses leaves, shingle grit, and organic matter into a dense layer
that blocks water flow. Use a gutter scoop or garden trowel rather than your hands, as sharp metal edges and
hidden debris can cause cuts. Work away from the downspouts first, pushing debris toward the outlets where you

can bag and remove it.

After clearing the troughs, flush the entire system with a garden hose starting at the end farthest from each
downspout. Watch the water flow — it should move steadily toward the downspout without pooling anywhere.
Standing water indicates a slope problem that needs correction. Pooling water in eavestroughs freezes first the
following winter and starts the ice dam cycle all over again. Proper slope is one-quarter inch per 10 feet of run,

and a contractor can re-slope sagging sections for $150 to $400 depending on the length.
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Check every downspout for blockages by running water through from the top. If water backs up, the downspout is
clogged — usually at the upper elbow where it connects to the eavestrough. A plumber's snake or a strong blast
from a garden hose nozzle usually clears the blockage. Verify that downspout extensions are in place and directing

water at least 1.8 metres from your foundation, as required by the Ontario Building Code.

Inspect all seams and end caps for gaps or failed sealant. Winter expansion and contraction often breaks sealant
bonds, and these gaps will leak during every spring and summer rainstorm. Clean old sealant away and apply fresh
gutter sealant (not general-purpose silicone, which does not adhere well to aluminum). This is a manageable DIY

repair that costs under $15 in materials.

Finally, examine the fascia boards behind the eavestroughs for signs of rot, water damage, or soft spots. Ice dam
overflow during winter often soaks fascia boards, and spring is when that damage becomes visible. Soft or
discoloured fascia needs replacement before it fails under next winter's ice load. Fascia replacement costs $12 to

$25 per linear foot in Ottawa.

For professional spring maintenance or repairs beyond basic cleaning, the Ottawa Construction Network directory

at justynrookcontracting.com lists eavestrough contractors who offer spring inspection and tune-up services.

Eavestrough Cleaning Frequency for Sandy Hill Ottawa Homes

Sandy Hill is one of Ottawa's most heavily treed neighbourhoods, with towering maples, elms, oaks, and lindens
lining nearly every street, and that magnificent canopy means your eavestroughs need three to four cleanings per
year to stay functional. Sandy Hill homes typically face heavier debris loading than the Ottawa average, and the
mix of deciduous tree species means debris arrives in waves throughout the growing season rather than all at once

in autumn.

The first essential cleaning should happen in late May to early June, after the spring seed drop. Sandy Hill's silver
maples and Manitoba maples release massive quantities of samaras (helicopter seeds) that are perfectly sized to
wedge into eavestrough seams and downspout connections. EIm trees contribute their own round seed pods, and
cottonwood fluff can mat against gutter guard surfaces. This spring cleaning prepares your system for Ottawa's
heaviest rainfall months in June and July, when thunderstorms can dump 50 to 80 millimetres in a single event

and your eavestroughs need full capacity.

The Fall Sequence Matters
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Sandy Hill's diverse tree canopy creates a staggered leaf drop that complicates fall cleaning timing. Lindens and
elms begin dropping leaves in late September, maples peak in mid to late October, and oaks hold their leaves well
into November, sometimes not fully dropping until December. This means a single October cleaning leaves your

gutters exposed to four to six more weeks of heavy leaf fall.

The most effective approach for Sandy Hill specifically is two fall cleanings — one in mid-October after the maples
have mostly dropped, and a final cleaning in mid to late November after the oaks and stragglers finish. This final
cleaning is the most important of the year because it determines what sits in your eavestroughs through Ottawa's
entire winter. Leaves left in the troughs absorb water, freeze into a solid mass, and create ice dam conditions that

no amount of slope or hanger spacing can overcome.

A mid-summer cleaning in late July or early August is recommended for Sandy Hill homes where tree branches
extend over or near the roofline. Summer storms break small branches, and organic debris decomposes into a thick

sludge in warm weather that clogs downspout outlets and breeds mosquitoes in standing water.

Professional eavestrough cleaning in Ottawa costs $150 to $350 per visit depending on home size, height, and
accessibility. For Sandy Hill homes requiring three to four annual cleanings, that works out to $450 to $1,200 per
year. Many homeowners in the neighbourhood find that investing in micro-mesh gutter guards at $18 to $30 per
linear foot pays for itself within three to four years by reducing professional cleaning to once annually. Even with
guards, Sandy Hill homes should have an annual professional inspection because fine debris like shingle grit and

decomposed organic matter can accumulate on mesh surfaces.

Sandy Hill's older homes, many built in the early 1900s, often have fascia boards that have absorbed decades of
moisture and may not support eavestrough hangers as firmly as newer construction. Spring and fall cleanings are

good opportunities to check that hangers remain tight and fascia is solid.

To find eavestrough cleaning professionals who serve Sandy Hill and central Ottawa, the Ottawa Construction

Network directory at justynrookcontracting.com is a helpful resource for comparing local contractors.
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Pre-Winter Eavestrough Checklist for Ottawa Homes

A thorough pre-winter eavestrough inspection is the single best thing you can do to prevent costly ice damage on
your Ottawa home, and the ideal time to do it is late October to mid-November — after the majority of leaves
have fallen but before the first hard freeze, which typically arrives in late November. Ottawa's winters are brutal on
eavestrough systems, with temperatures dropping to minus 25 to minus 30 degrees Celsius, over 200
centimetres of snowfall, and more than 50 freeze-thaw cycles that stress every component of your roof drainage

system. An hour of inspection now can prevent thousands of dollars in spring repairs.

Start with clearing all debris from the troughs. This is the most critical step because any organic material left in
the eavestrough will absorb water and freeze into a solid mass that adds enormous weight to the gutter and blocks
drainage during thaw cycles. Use a gutter scoop to remove leaves, seeds, and sediment, then flush the entire
system with a garden hose to confirm water flows freely to each downspout. Every foot of eavestrough should drain

completely — if water pools anywhere, you have a slope problem that needs correction before winter.

Critical Checkpoints

Test every downspout by running a strong stream of water from the top. Water should flow freely out the bottom
without backing up. If it backs up, the downspout is partially blocked, usually at the upper elbow or lower
connection. Clear the blockage now — a frozen downspout is the number one cause of eavestrough overflow and
ice dam escalation in Ottawa, because melted water during thaw cycles has nowhere to go and refreezes in the
trough.

Inspect all seams and end caps by running water slowly along each joint and watching for drips underneath.
Ottawa's summer heat and winter cold cycle causes aluminum to expand and contract over 6 millimetres per 10-
metre run, which gradually breaks sealant bonds at every connection point. Apply fresh gutter sealant to any joint

that shows moisture — this $10 tube of sealant can prevent hundreds of dollars in fascia rot over the winter.

Check hanger tightness by pressing firmly on the eavestrough between each hanger. If the gutter flexes
noticeably or moves away from the fascia, the hanger screws have loosened or the fascia has softened. Ottawa
eavestroughs need hangers every 18 to 24 inches to support winter snow and ice loads of up to 200 to 500

kilograms per cubic metre. Tighten loose hangers and add additional ones in any span that feels weak.

Examine the fascia boards behind the eavestroughs for soft spots, dark staining, or peeling paint. Soft fascia will
fail under winter ice loading, allowing the entire eavestrough section to pull away from the house. Fascia repair is

much easier and cheaper in October at $12 to $25 per linear foot than it is as an emergency in February.
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Verify downspout extensions are in place and directing water at least 1.8 metres from your foundation,
meeting the Ontario Building Code requirement. Disconnect rain barrels before the first freeze — water expanding
inside a frozen rain barrel can crack the barrel and damage the downspout connection. Store rain barrels inverted

in a garage or shed for winter.

If your pre-winter inspection reveals issues beyond basic cleaning and sealant touch-ups, the Ottawa Construction
Network directory at justynrookcontracting.com connects you with eavestrough professionals who can make

repairs before winter conditions make the work more difficult and expensive.

Fall vs Spring Eavestrough Cleaning in Ottawa — When to Schedule

Fall is the more critical season for eavestrough cleaning in Ottawa, but ideally you should schedule both a

spring and a fall cleaning for complete protection. If you can only manage one, fall is the priority — and here is why.

Why Fall Cleaning Matters More in Ottawa

Ottawa's mature tree canopy drops an enormous volume of leaves, maple keys, and seed pods between late
September and mid-November. Neighbourhoods like the Glebe, Rockcliffe Park, Old Ottawa South, and
Westboro are especially heavy for debris loading. If that material sits in your eavestroughs when the first hard
freeze arrives — typically late November — it traps moisture that expands into ice, clogging your entire drainage
system before winter even starts. Frozen debris creates the foundation for ice dams that cause thousands of
dollars in water damage every Ottawa winter. A fall cleaning done in late October or early November, after most

leaves have dropped but before sustained freezing, gives you the best protection heading into the cold months.

Spring cleaning is the second priority and should happen in late April or early May, once the snow and ice have
fully cleared from your roof. Over winter, wind-blown debris, shingle grit, and remnants of ice dam buildup settle into
gutters. Spring cleaning clears all of that before Ottawa's heavy spring rains in May and June, when your
eavestroughs need to handle peak water flow. Spring is also the ideal time to inspect for winter damage — look for
sagging sections, pulled-away hangers, cracked seams, and fascia rot that may have developed under ice

loading.

For most Ottawa homes, a twice-annual cleaning schedule costs $250 to $600 per year when bundled as a
seasonal maintenance package. Individual cleanings run $150 to $350 per visit depending on your home's height
and linear footage. Two-storey homes cost more because of the ladder access and safety requirements. Homes

surrounded by pine trees, silver maples, or mature oaks may benefit from a third cleaning in midsummer,
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especially after the cottonwood and maple key season in June.

The practical tip for Ottawa homeowners is to book your fall cleaning in September, before the rush. October and
November are the busiest months for eavestrough professionals, and wait times can stretch to two or three weeks.
By booking early, you lock in your preferred timing and avoid being stuck on a waiting list while your gutters fill up. If
you are looking for experienced eavestrough professionals to handle seasonal maintenance, the Ottawa
Construction Network directory at justynrookcontracting.com is a helpful starting point for finding and comparing

local contractors.

How to Winterize Eavestroughs in Ottawa Before First Frost

Winterizing your eavestroughs before Ottawa's first sustained frost — usually in late November — is one of
the most effective things you can do to prevent ice dams, water damage, and costly repairs come spring. A

proper winterization takes a weekend afternoon for a single-storey home and follows a clear sequence.

The Ottawa Eavestrough Winterization Process

Start with a thorough cleaning of all gutter troughs. Remove leaves, shingle grit, and accumulated debris by hand
or with a gutter scoop, then flush the entire system with a garden hose to check water flow and identify slow-
draining sections. Pay particular attention to inside corners and areas directly below large trees. In Ottawa
neighbourhoods like Sandy Hill, Alta Vista, and Manor Park, heavy tree cover means eavestroughs can fill up
again within days of cleaning, so timing your winterization close to the end of leaf fall — early to mid-November —

is ideal.

Next, inspect every hanger and mounting bracket. Ottawa's freeze-thaw cycles — over 50 per winter —
combined with heavy snow loading put enormous stress on eavestrough fasteners. Hangers should be spaced no
more than 24 inches apart and firmly secured to solid fascia. If you find soft or spongy fascia board, that section
needs repair before winter. A hanger pulling out of rotted fascia under a load of wet snow can bring an entire

eavestrough run crashing down.

Check all seams and end caps for leaks. Apply a bead of gutter sealant (not regular silicone — use butyl-based
gutter sealant rated to minus 40 degrees Celsius) to any joint that shows signs of separation or dried-out old

sealant. Even small leaks become big problems when water freezes and expands in the joint.

For downspouts, ensure each one drains freely and directs water at least 1.8 metres from your foundation, as

required by the Ontario Building Code. If your downspouts connect to underground drainage, consider
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disconnecting them for winter — frozen underground lines can back up and split, and the repair cost of $500 to
$1,500 far exceeds the inconvenience of a temporary splash block extension. Ottawa's deep frost line of 1.2 to 1.5

metres means underground pipes are vulnerable to freeze damage unless they were installed below frost depth.

If your home is prone to ice dams, winterization is also the time to install heat cables along the eave edge. Plug-in
heat cables are a DIY option at $100 to $300 in materials, while hardwired systems require an ESA-licensed
electrician and cost $500 to $1,500 installed. The most effective ice dam prevention, though, is ensuring your

attic has adequate insulation — R-60 minimum — and proper soffit ventilation to keep the roof deck cold.

Budget roughly $150 to $500 if you hire a professional for a full winterization service including cleaning, inspection,
sealant touch-ups, and downspout preparation. For help finding experienced eavestrough contractors in Ottawa,
the Ottawa Construction Network directory at justynrookcontracting.com lists local professionals you can contact

directly.
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Q10
Signs Your Eavestroughs Need Repair After an Ottawa Winter

After an Ottawa winter — with its heavy snow loads, 50-plus freeze-thaw cycles, and potential ice storms —
your eavestroughs have been through some of the harshest conditions any gutter system faces in Canada.
A careful post-winter inspection in late April or early May, once all ice and snow have cleared from the roof, can

catch problems before spring rains expose them as leaks and water damage.

Warning Signs to Watch For

The most obvious sign of trouble is visible sagging or pulling away from the fascia. Walk around your home and
look at your eavestroughs from ground level. Healthy gutters run in a straight, slightly sloped line with no dips or
gaps between the trough and the fascia board. If you see sections that bow downward, pull away from the house,
or hang at an angle, the hangers have likely been stressed or pulled loose by ice and snow loading. In Ottawa, wet
snow can weigh 200 to 500 kilograms per cubic metre, and that weight concentrated on gutter edges bends

hangers and tears mounting screws out of fascia.

Water stains or paint peeling on your fascia and soffit are signs that water has been overflowing or leaking
behind the eavestrough. This often points to clogged gutters, failed seams, or ice dam backup. Check for dark
streaks, mould, or green algae on the fascia surface — these indicate prolonged moisture exposure during

winter.

Look at the ground directly below your eavestroughs for erosion channels, splashing marks, or pooling water
near your foundation. If water is hitting the ground at spots other than your downspout outlets, you have overflow or
leak points that need attention. This is especially critical in Ottawa's clay-heavy soil, which drains poorly and

directs water toward basement walls.

Ice damage to the eavestrough trough itself shows up as dents, cracks, split seams, and crushed sections.
Falling ice from upper roof areas can crush lower eavestroughs on multi-level homes — a very common problem in
Ottawa on homes with dormer windows, second-storey bump-outs, or complex rooflines in neighbourhoods

like Barrhaven, Kanata, and Orleans where many two-storey homes have these features.

Check your downspouts by running a garden hose at full pressure from the top. Water should exit freely at the
bottom. If it backs up, a blockage — often compacted leaf debris frozen into a plug over winter — needs clearing.
Also inspect the downspout-to-eavestrough connection points, as these joints are prone to separation under ice
loading.

Finally, look for rotted or soft fascia board behind the eavestrough. Press firmly with your thumb — healthy wood

and aluminum-wrapped fascia feel solid, while rot feels spongy. Fascia rot means moisture has been trapped
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behind the gutter, and the fascia needs replacement before new or repaired eavestroughs can be properly

mounted. Fascia replacement in Ottawa runs $12 to $25 per linear foot.

Spring repair costs typically range from $150 to $500 for seam sealing, re-hanging, and section replacement. If you
find widespread damage, a full professional assessment makes sense. The Ottawa Construction Network directory
at justynrookcontracting.com can help you find local eavestrough professionals for spring inspections and repair

work.

Q11
Should You Disconnect Downspouts Before Winter in Ottawa?

Yes, disconnecting downspouts from underground drainage lines before winter is strongly recommended
for most Ottawa homes, and it is one of the simplest winterization steps you can take to prevent a potentially

expensive repair. The logic comes down to Ottawa's deep frost line and the physics of freezing water in enclosed

pipes.

Ottawa's frost line sits between 1.2 and 1.5 metres below grade. Underground drain pipes connected to
downspouts are typically buried at 30 to 60 centimetres — well within the freeze zone. When autumn debris
washes into these pipes and water pools behind partial blockages, the entire section can freeze solid as
temperatures drop. Frozen water expands with enormous force, enough to crack PVC pipe, split corrugated
drain tile, and separate glued joints. A single frozen blockage can destroy a 10-metre underground run, and the

excavation and replacement cost runs $500 to $1,500 or more depending on depth and landscaping disruption.

The disconnection process is straightforward. Most residential underground drain connections use a slip-fit or
friction-fit coupling at the base of the downspout where it enters the ground. Simply pull the downspout extension
out of the underground fitting and cap the underground opening with a drain cap or a piece of heavy-duty landscape
fabric secured with a zip tie to keep debris and critters out over winter. Attach a temporary above-ground
downspout extension that directs water at least 1.8 metres from the foundation — the minimum distance

specified by the Ontario Building Code. These extensions cost $8 to $20 at any Ottawa hardware store.

Reconnect in late April or early May once the ground has fully thawed. Before reconnecting, flush the
underground line with a garden hose to confirm it drains freely. If water backs up, there may be a collapsed section,

root intrusion, or debris blockage that needs professional attention.

There are exceptions to this advice. If your underground drainage was installed below the frost line (1.5 metres

or deeper) by a professional drainage contractor, it may be safe to leave connected year-round. This is more
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common in newer Ottawa subdivisions in Riverside South, Findlay Creek, and Arcadia where modern building
practices include deeper drainage runs. If you are unsure about your pipe depth, disconnecting for winter is the

safer choice — the minor inconvenience of a surface extension is far cheaper than an underground pipe repair.

Also consider that the City of Ottawa requires downspouts to be disconnected from the municipal storm sewer
system in many areas. If your downspouts were historically connected to the city's storm drains, they should

already be disconnected year-round under the city's downspout disconnection program.

For homeowners dealing with complex drainage situations or who want a professional winterization assessment,
the Ottawa Construction Network directory at justynrookcontracting.com lists local eavestrough and drainage

specialists who can evaluate your specific setup.

Q12
Eavestrough Cleaning Frequency for Homes Near Pine Trees in Stittsville

If you live near pine trees in Stittsville, you should plan on cleaning your eavestroughs at least three times
per year — and possibly four times if your home is directly beneath a heavy canopy. Pine trees are uniquely
problematic for eavestroughs because they shed year-round, unlike deciduous trees that drop their load in one

concentrated fall window.

Pine needles are the worst enemy of eavestrough systems because of their shape and behaviour. Unlike flat leaves
that sit on top of water and eventually wash toward the downspout, pine needles sink below the waterline, mat
together, and form dense clogs that are extremely difficult to flush out with a hose. They work their way into
downspout openings, gutter guard systems, and seam joints where they decompose into a tar-like sludge that holds
moisture against the metal and accelerates corrosion. Stittsville's location along the edge of Ottawa's western
suburbs means many homes back onto mature white pine, red pine, and spruce stands that produce heavy

needle fall.

Recommended Cleaning Schedule for Pine-Heavy Properties

Your first cleaning should happen in late spring, around mid-May, after the heavy spring pollen drop and before
summer thunderstorms. Pine trees release enormous quantities of pollen in May that creates a yellow-green film in
eavestroughs — this film traps needles and debris, starting the clogging process early. The second cleaning should
come in mid to late July, catching the summer needle shed and any debris from Ottawa's intense summer
thunderstorms that can dump 30 to 50 millimetres of rain in under an hour. The third and most important cleaning is

in late October or early November, clearing the fall buildup before winter freeze-up. If your home has particularly
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heavy pine coverage, a fourth cleaning in late August or early September keeps your system flowing through the

wettest months.

For a typical Stittsville home with 120 to 160 linear feet of eavestrough, professional cleaning costs $150 to $350
per visit. Booking a seasonal maintenance package for three or four cleanings can reduce the per-visit cost to
$120 to $250, bringing your annual total to roughly $400 to $900. That sounds significant, but it is a fraction of the
cost of repairing water damage from overflowing eavestroughs or replacing a system that corroded prematurely

from pine needle sludge.

The best long-term investment for pine-heavy properties is a micro-mesh gutter guard system. Micro-mesh has
openings small enough to block pine needles while still allowing water through, unlike larger-screen guards that
pine needles slip right through. Quality micro-mesh systems cost $18 to $30 per linear foot installed but can
reduce your cleaning frequency from three or four times a year to once annually — paying for themselves within

four to five years.

For Stittsville homeowners looking for eavestrough professionals who understand the specific challenges of pine-
heavy properties, the Ottawa Construction Network directory at justynrookcontracting.com is a good resource for

comparing local contractors.
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Q13
How to Protect Eavestroughs From Ladder Damage in Ottawa

Ladder damage is one of the most common and preventable causes of eavestrough denting, bending, and
premature replacement in Ottawa, especially since Ottawa homeowners need to access their gutters at least twice
per year for cleaning. Every time an unsupported ladder leans against an aluminum eavestrough, it concentrates
your body weight plus the weight of debris on a small contact point, crushing the gutter lip inward and creating a

permanent dent that disrupts water flow.

Protecting Your Eavestroughs During Cleaning

The single best investment is a ladder standoff bracket, also called a ladder stabilizer or standoff. This U-shaped
attachment bolts onto your extension ladder and rests against the wall or fascia board rather than the eavestrough
itself. A quality standoff costs $30 to $60 at Ottawa hardware stores like Home Hardware, Home Depot, or
Canadian Tire, and it completely eliminates gutter contact. The standoff also positions you several inches away
from the gutter, giving you a better reach angle for scooping debris. For Ottawa homeowners who clean their own

gutters on a single-storey home, this is a non-negotiable safety and protection tool.

If you prefer not to use a standoff, a ladder mitt or pad wraps around the top rungs of your ladder to distribute
pressure across a wider area. Ladder mitts cost $15 to $30 and reduce denting but do not eliminate it entirely. They

are a reasonable backup but not a substitute for a proper standoff on aluminum eavestroughs.

For Ottawa homes with heavier-gauge 0.032-inch aluminum eavestroughs, the gutters are more resistant to
ladder damage than standard 0.027-inch material, but even heavy-gauge aluminum dents under concentrated
ladder pressure. Copper eavestroughs, common on heritage homes in Rockcliffe Park and the Glebe, are actually

softer than aluminum and dent even more easily from ladder contact.

Another effective approach is to reduce how often you need to climb a ladder in the first place. Installing gutter
guards or leaf protection systems at $10 to $25 per linear foot dramatically reduces debris buildup and cuts
cleaning frequency from twice yearly to once every two or three years. In heavily treed Ottawa neighbourhoods,

gutter guards pay for themselves within a few seasons by reducing both cleaning costs and ladder-related damage.

For two-storey homes, the safest approach is to skip the ladder entirely and hire a professional who uses
commercial-grade equipment, scaffolding, or boom access. Professional eavestrough cleaning in Ottawa runs
$150 to $350 per visit, and professionals carry the proper insurance to cover any accidental damage. The cost of
two professional cleanings per year is far less than replacing a section of crushed eavestrough. You can find
eavestrough maintenance professionals through the Ottawa Construction Network directory at

justynrookcontracting.com.
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Q14
Bird Nests in Ottawa Eavestroughs: Damage and Prevention

Birds nesting in eavestroughs is a surprisingly common problem in Ottawa, and yes, it causes real damage that
goes beyond simple inconvenience. Ottawa is home to aggressive cavity-nesting species like European starlings,
house sparrows, and pigeons that frequently build nests in open eavestrough runs, behind downspout elbows,
and in gaps between the gutter and fascia board. These nests create blockages that are just as damaging as leaf

clogs, and they come with additional complications that debris alone does not.

Damage From Bird Nests and How to Prevent It

A bird nest packed into an eavestrough or downspout opening creates a dam that blocks water flow during rain. In
Ottawa's heavy spring thunderstorms and summer downpours, even a single nest can cause an entire gutter
run to overflow, sending water cascading down your siding, pooling against your foundation, and saturating the
fascia board behind the gutter. Nesting material, which typically includes twigs, grass, mud, and feathers, absorbs
and holds moisture against the aluminum or steel, accelerating corrosion at the contact point. Bird droppings are
acidic and eat through eavestrough paint coatings over time, leading to bare metal exposure and rust on steel

systems.

The timing is particularly problematic in Ottawa. Birds begin nesting in late March through May, which is exactly
when spring melt and rain put the heaviest demand on your gutter system. A nest that blocks a downspout during
the spring thaw can cause ice backup, fascia rot, and even water infiltration into your attic if ice dams form behind

the blockage during a late-season cold snap.

The most effective prevention is installing gutter guards or mesh covers that physically block birds from entering
the eavestrough channel. Micro-mesh guards at $18 to $30 per linear foot in Ottawa provide the best protection
because the openings are too small for nesting material to pass through. Perforated aluminum covers at $10 to $18

per linear foot also work well for bird prevention.

For downspout openings, install downspout screens or strainers that allow water through while preventing birds
from entering the pipe. These cost $5 to $15 each and take minutes to install. Check them during your spring and

fall cleaning to ensure they remain clear.

If you already have active nests, be aware that most bird species in Ontario are protected under the federal
Migratory Birds Convention Act, which makes it illegal to disturb active nests with eggs or chicks. You can legally
remove empty or abandoned nests outside of nesting season, which is generally August through March in
Ottawa. Starlings, house sparrows, and pigeons are not protected under the Act and their nests can be removed at

any time.
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Prevention is always better than removal. Adding gutter guards during your next eavestrough cleaning or
replacement eliminates the problem permanently. Browse eavestrough and gutter guard installers through the

Ottawa Construction Network directory at justynrookcontracting.com.

Q15
Prevent Mosquitoes Breeding in Clogged Ottawa Eavestroughs

Clogged eavestroughs are one of the most overlooked mosquito breeding sites in Ottawa, and given the city's
increasingly warm and humid summers, this is a real public health concern worth addressing. Mosquitoes need only
a tablespoon of standing water and seven to ten days of warm weather to complete a breeding cycle, and a
clogged eavestrough provides exactly those conditions in abundance — a sheltered, shaded trough of stagnant

water that can persist for weeks between cleanings.

Eliminating Standing Water in Your Gutters

The fundamental solution is straightforward: keep your eavestroughs clean and properly sloped so water drains
completely after every rainfall. If water is pooling in any section of your gutter for more than 24 hours after rain, you
have a drainage problem that creates mosquito habitat. Ottawa's warm season from June through September is

peak mosquito breeding time, and a single clogged gutter run can produce hundreds of mosquitoes per week.

Start with a thorough spring cleaning in late April or early May, before mosquito season begins. Remove all leaf
debris, decomposed organic matter, and sediment that has accumulated over winter. Pay special attention to the
inside corners and downspout openings where debris compacts into dense plugs. After cleaning, run a garden hose
along the entire gutter run and watch for any sections where water pools rather than flowing steadily toward the
downspouts. Standing water indicates a slope problem — your eavestroughs should drop at least one-quarter

inch per 10 feet of run toward the nearest downspout.

If you find low spots, a professional can re-slope the affected section by adjusting hanger positions, which typically
costs $150 to $400 in Ottawa depending on the length and accessibility. This is one of the most cost-effective
eavestrough repairs you can make because it solves both mosquito breeding and the overflow problems that

damage your fascia and foundation.

Installing gutter guards at $10 to $25 per linear foot is the most effective long-term prevention because guards
block the leaf and debris accumulation that causes clogs in the first place. Micro-mesh guards are particularly
effective because they prevent even fine organic sediment from entering the gutter, which eliminates the nutrient-

rich sludge that mosquito larvae thrive in.
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For a quick interim measure between cleanings, some Ottawa homeowners place mosquito dunks (BTl tablets) in
problem gutter sections. These biological larvicide tablets cost about $10 to $15 for a six-pack at Canadian Tire or
Home Depot and kill mosquito larvae for 30 days without harming birds, pets, or beneficial insects. However, this is

a temporary fix and not a substitute for proper cleaning and drainage.

A twice-yearly professional cleaning in spring and late fall at $150 to $350 per visit keeps your eavestroughs
flowing freely and eliminates standing water before mosquito season hits. Find eavestrough cleaning professionals

through the Ottawa Construction Network directory at justynrookcontracting.com.
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Q16
Tiger Striping on Eavestroughs — Causes and Prevention in Ottawa

Tiger striping refers to the dark vertical streaks that develop on the outside face of eavestroughs over time, giving
them a striped appearance that resembles tiger markings. It is one of the most common cosmetic complaints
Ottawa homeowners have about their gutters, and while it does not affect eavestrough performance, it can make an

otherwise well-maintained home look neglected.

What Causes Those Dark Streaks

Tiger striping is caused by a chemical reaction between the eavestrough's painted surface, airborne pollutants, and
electrostatic bonding. As water overflows or drips down the outside of your gutters, it carries dissolved asphalt
particles from your shingles, dirt, pollen, oxidized aluminum, and atmospheric pollutants. These contaminants bond
electrostatically to the eavestrough's baked enamel coating, forming streaks that follow the water's path. Ottawa's
environment is particularly conducive to tiger striping because our heavy spring pollen season (especially from
the abundant maple and oak canopy), combined with winter road salt residue that becomes airborne, provides a

steady supply of bonding contaminants.

The streaks are not surface dirt — they are chemically bonded to the paint, which is why a simple garden hose or
even pressure washing rarely removes them. The longer tiger striping remains, the deeper the bond becomes and

the harder it is to remove.

To clean existing tiger stripes, you need a product specifically designed to break the electrostatic bond. Products
like Krud Kutter, Gutter Zap, or Gutter Butter are available at Ottawa building supply stores and work well when
applied with a soft cloth or non-abrasive pad. Work in small sections, applying the cleaner, letting it dwell for 30 to
60 seconds, then wiping firmly in the direction of the streaks. A single-storey bungalow is a reasonable DIY project
— budget about $20 to $40 in cleaning products and a few hours of work. For two-storey homes, professional

cleaning is safer and typically costs $200 to $450 in Ottawa depending on the linear footage.

Never use abrasive pads, steel wool, or harsh solvents like acetone on painted aluminum eavestroughs. These
will strip the factory baked-enamel finish and actually accelerate future staining by exposing bare aluminum to
oxidation. Also avoid pressure washing at close range, which can dent aluminum gutters and force water behind the

fascia board.

To prevent tiger striping from returning quickly, address the root causes. Ensure your eavestroughs have proper
slope — pooling water that overflows the front edge is the primary source of the dripping that creates streaks. Your
gutters should slope at least one quarter inch per 10 feet toward the nearest downspout. Keeping eavestroughs

clean and free-flowing with twice-annual cleaning reduces overflow incidents. Installing gutter guards at $10 to
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$25 per linear foot dramatically reduces debris buildup and the associated overflow that feeds tiger striping.

Some Ottawa homeowners apply a car wax or UV-protectant spray to the exterior of clean eavestroughs after
removing tiger stripes. This creates a slicker surface that resists contaminant bonding and makes future cleaning
easier. Reapply annually in spring for best results. If your eavestroughs are heavily striped and you are considering
full replacement, a professional eavestrough installer can discuss options — browse contractors through the Ottawa

Construction Network directory at justynrookcontracting.com.

Q17
Eavestrough Maintenance for Old Ottawa South's Mature Trees

Living in Old Ottawa South means enjoying one of Ottawa's most beautiful mature tree canopies — and it also
means your eavestroughs need significantly more attention than homes in newer, less treed subdivisions. The
massive elm and oak trees that define Old Ottawa South's streetscape create a nearly continuous debris load on
your gutters from spring through late fall, and understanding the specific challenges each tree type presents will

help you keep your system functioning properly.

A Year-Round Debris Calendar

Oak trees are among the most problematic species for eavestrough maintenance because they produce debris in
multiple seasons. In spring, oaks drop catkins (the long, stringy flower clusters) in enormous quantities during April
and May. These thin, flexible catkins are particularly troublesome because they mat together inside eavestroughs
and form dense plugs that standard water flow cannot dislodge. In fall, oak leaves drop later than most species —
often not finishing until late November or even early December in Ottawa — meaning your final eavestrough
cleaning may need to wait until other homeowners are already done for the season. Oaks also drop acorns that

accumulate in gutter troughs and block downspout openings.

EIm trees shed their seeds (samaras) in late spring, creating a papery debris layer in gutters during May and June.
Elm leaves are relatively small and decompose quickly, but in the volume that mature elms produce in Old Ottawa
South, they create a thick sludge in eavestroughs that hardens when dry and becomes very difficult to remove. If
you miss a cleaning cycle, this compacted debris holds moisture against the eavestrough metal and accelerates

corrosion of seams and hangers.

For homes surrounded by mature oaks and elms in Old Ottawa South, the standard twice-annual cleaning schedule
is not sufficient. You should plan for a minimum of three to four cleanings per year: once in late May after

catkins and elm samaras finish dropping, once in mid-October for the first wave of fall leaves, and once in late
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November to early December after the oaks have finished shedding. A fourth cleaning in mid-summer after

heavy storms is advisable if you notice any overflow during rain.

Professional eavestrough cleaning in Ottawa runs $150 to $350 per visit, so three to four annual cleanings adds
up to $450 to $1,400 per year. This is exactly why gutter guard systems are practically essential for Old Ottawa
South homes. A quality micro-mesh guard at $18 to $30 per linear foot installed will block oak catkins, elm
samaras, leaves, and acorns while allowing water to flow through. The investment typically pays for itself within
three to four years through eliminated cleaning costs, and it prevents the overflow damage that leads to expensive

fascia and soffit repairs.

If you already have gutter guards, check them in late May and early November — some guard types can develop a
mat of fine debris on their surface that reduces water intake. A quick brush-off from a ladder keeps them performing
optimally. For professional eavestrough cleaning or gutter guard installation tailored to Old Ottawa South's heavy
tree cover, browse experienced contractors through the Ottawa Construction Network directory at

justynrookcontracting.com.

Q18
Wasps Nesting in Eavestroughs in Barrhaven — What to Do

Wasps nesting inside eavestroughs is a common warm-season issue in Barrhaven and other suburban Ottawa
neighbourhoods, and addressing it promptly protects both your family and your gutter system. Wasp nests inside
eavestroughs block water flow, cause overflow, and create a genuine safety hazard for anyone performing

maintenance or cleaning.

Safely Removing Wasp Nests From Your Eavestroughs

The safest approach depends on the nest size and species. Paper wasps build small, open-celled nests that are
relatively easy to deal with when they are still small — typically in June or early July. Yellow jackets build enclosed
nests that can grow rapidly and become aggressive by August. If the nest is larger than a golf ball or you are
allergic to stings, call a licensed pest control professional rather than attempting removal yourself. In Barrhaven,

pest removal typically costs $150 to $350 depending on accessibility and nest size.

For small, early-season paper wasp nests that you can safely reach on a single-storey home, wait until dusk when
wasps are least active and use a commercial wasp spray rated for outdoor use. Spray from a distance of at least
two metres, following the product instructions. Wear long sleeves, gloves, and eye protection. Never attempt nest

removal from a ladder on a two-storey home — the risk of falling while reacting to stings is serious.
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Once the nest is removed, clean out the eavestrough section thoroughly. Wasps choose eavestroughs because
they offer shelter and proximity to standing water — both signs that your gutters may not be draining properly.
Check the slope of the affected section to ensure water flows toward the downspout rather than pooling.
Standing water in eavestroughs attracts wasps, mosquitoes, and other pests throughout Ottawa's warm season

from May through September.

To prevent future nesting, consider installing gutter guards or mesh screens over your eavestroughs. Guards
running $10 to $25 per linear foot installed not only keep leaves out but eliminate the sheltered spaces wasps
prefer. Some Barrhaven homeowners also apply a light coat of cooking spray or WD-40 along the inside
eavestrough lip in spring, which discourages nest attachment — though this is a temporary measure that washes

away with rain.

Twice-annual eavestrough cleaning — once in late spring after pollen season and once in late fall after leaf drop
— is the best long-term prevention. Clean, properly flowing eavestroughs with no debris buildup are far less
attractive to nesting insects. A seasonal cleaning package from a professional runs $250 to $600 annually in the
Ottawa market. You can browse eavestrough and gutter professionals through the Ottawa Construction Network

directory at justynrookcontracting.com to find someone who can handle both cleaning and guard installation.
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Q19
Eavestrough Inspection After an Ottawa Ice Storm — Why It Matters

Absolutely — a professional eavestrough inspection after a major ice storm is one of the smartest investments an
Ottawa homeowner can make. Ottawa is no stranger to severe ice events, and the damage ice storms inflict on

eavestrough systems is often hidden until the next heavy rain reveals leaks, overflow, or complete system failure.

Post-Ice-Storm Eavestrough Inspection in Ottawa

Ice storms cause a unique type of damage that differs from wind or hail events. Ice accumulation adds enormous
weight to your eavestrough system — even a half-inch coating of ice on eavestroughs and fascia can add 5 to 10
pounds per linear foot of dead weight, and Ottawa ice storms routinely deposit an inch or more. The 1998 ice
storm — still the benchmark event for the National Capital Region — accumulated over 80 millimetres of freezing
rain and caused widespread eavestrough failures, fascia pullaway, and roof edge damage across Ottawa. More
recent events like the April 2023 ice storm demonstrated that even moderate ice accumulation causes significant

gutter system stress.

The most common ice storm damage to eavestroughs includes pulled-away hangers and mounting hardware,
where the sheer weight of ice exceeds the hanger's holding capacity and the eavestrough separates from the
fascia. Seam separation occurs when ice expands inside the trough, forcing sections apart at joints. Fascia board
damage — cracking, splitting, or rot — happens when ice pushes the eavestrough outward, pulling screws through
the fascia wood. Bent or deformed gutters result from ice sheets sliding off the roof and catching the eavestrough

lip. All of these issues can exist without being obvious from ground level.

A professional post-storm inspection typically costs $100 to $250 in the Ottawa market and covers the full
perimeter of your home. The inspector checks hanger integrity, seam condition, fascia mounting points, downspout
connections, slope and alignment, and signs of water intrusion at the soffit line. They will also check for ice dam
evidence along the roof edge — ice storms often create the conditions for persistent ice dams that continue

causing damage long after the storm itself has passed.

Do not wait for spring to schedule your inspection. While it is not safe to climb ladders during active icy
conditions, once temperatures stabilize and ice clears from the roof and eavestroughs — typically within a week of
the storm — an inspection should happen promptly. Early detection of pulled-away sections or damaged fascia
prevents secondary water damage from the next rain or snowmelt event. Repair costs for storm damage typically
run $150 to $500 for minor fixes like reattaching sections and resealing joints, or $1,000 to $3,000 if fascia

replacement and partial eavestrough replacement are needed.
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Your homeowner's insurance may cover ice storm damage to eavestroughs as part of a broader weather damage
claim, so document everything with photos before repairs begin. The Ottawa Construction Network directory at
justynrookcontracting.com can connect you with eavestrough professionals experienced in storm damage

assessment and repair.

Q20
Can Clogged Eavestroughs Attract Pests in Ottawa?

Yes, clogged eavestroughs are a surprisingly effective pest magnet, and in Ottawa's warm season from May
through September, neglected gutters can attract everything from mosquitoes and carpenter ants to wasps, birds,
and even squirrels. The combination of standing water, decomposing organic debris, and sheltered spaces
inside a clogged eavestrough creates ideal habitat for several pest species that Ottawa homeowners would rather

keep far from their homes.

How Clogged Gutters Create Pest Problems in Ottawa

Mosquitoes are the most immediate concern. A clogged eavestrough with even a small pool of standing water
becomes a mosquito breeding ground within days. Female mosquitoes lay eggs in as little as one inch of stagnant
water, and Ottawa's warm, humid summers provide the ideal temperature range for rapid mosquito reproduction. A
single clogged gutter section can produce hundreds of mosquitoes per week throughout the summer. With West
Nile virus present in the Ottawa region — Ottawa Public Health confirms cases annually — eliminating standing

water in eavestroughs is a genuine public health measure, not just a comfort issue.

Carpenter ants are the more structurally dangerous pest attracted to neglected eavestroughs. When debris-filled
gutters overflow, water repeatedly saturates the fascia board and soffit behind the eavestrough. This creates the
moist, softened wood that carpenter ants require for nesting. Unlike termites, carpenter ants do not eat wood —
they excavate galleries in damp, decaying wood to build their colonies. Ottawa is well within carpenter ant territory,
and a mature colony in your fascia can cause thousands of dollars in structural damage to the roof edge
system. Fascia and soffit repair after carpenter ant damage typically costs $12 to $25 per linear foot for materials

and labour, and the underlying gutter drainage problem must be solved first or the ants will return.

Birds — particularly starlings and sparrows — nest in debris-filled eavestrough sections, especially in spring. Bird
nests compound the clogging problem and introduce parasites like bird mites into the area around your soffits.
Squirrels use clogged eavestroughs as highways and food caches, stuffing acorns and seeds into debris piles, and

their gnawing can damage aluminum gutter edges and fascia.
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The solution is straightforward: keep your eavestroughs clean and flowing. Twice-annual professional cleaning
— once in late spring after pollen and seed drop, once in late November after leaf fall — costs $250 to $600 per
year for a typical Ottawa home and eliminates the standing water and debris that attract pests. For homes in
heavily treed neighbourhoods like the Glebe, Rockcliffe Park, and Old Ottawa South, gutter guards at $10 to $25

per linear foot installed dramatically reduce debris accumulation between cleanings.

If you are already seeing signs of pest activity around your eavestroughs — ant trails along the fascia, mosquito
swarms near the roofline, or bird nesting material visible in the gutters — address both the pest issue and the
underlying drainage problem simultaneously. The Ottawa Construction Network directory at

justynrookcontracting.com can help you find eavestrough professionals for cleaning, repair, and guard installation.

Q21
Eavestrough Maintenance for Multi-Unit Rental Properties in Ottawa

<p>Maintaining eavestroughs on a multi-unit rental property in Ottawa requires a more systematic and
<strong>proactive approach</strong> than single-family home maintenance, because the consequences of neglect
are amplified — water damage affects multiple tenants, repair costs are higher on larger buildings, and landlords
have a <strong>legal obligation under Ontario's Residential Tenancies Act</strong> to maintain the property in a

good state of repair, which includes functioning exterior drainage systems.</p>
<h2>Building a Year-Round Maintenance Program</h2>

<p>For multi-unit properties in Ottawa — whether a duplex, triplex, or small apartment building — the foundation of
eavestrough maintenance is a <strong>scheduled twice-annual professional cleaning</strong>. The first cleaning
should happen in <strong>late April to early May</strong> after all snow has melted and spring debris has settled,
and the second in <strong>late November</strong> after the last significant leaf fall but before sustained freezing.
For properties near mature trees in <strong>Sandy Hill, Centretown, the Glebe, or Old Ottawa East</strong>, add a
third cleaning in <strong>mid-October</strong> during peak leaf fall. Professional eavestrough cleaning for a multi-
unit building in Ottawa costs <strong>$300 to $800 per visit</strong> depending on the building footprint and

number of storeys, which is a fraction of the cost of repairing water-damaged units.</p>

<p>Multi-unit buildings typically have <strong>longer eavestrough runs and more complex drainage
routing</strong> than single-family homes, making proper slope and downspout capacity even more critical. Walk
the perimeter of your building during the next heavy rain and note any overflow points, standing water visible in the

troughs, or downspouts that are not draining quickly. Each overflow point represents potential water infiltration into
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the building envelope. Keep a maintenance log with photos — this documentation protects you in any insurance

claiim and demonstrates due diligence under Ontario's property standards bylaws.</p>

<p>Invest in <strong>gutter guard systems</strong> for multi-unit rental properties. The upfront cost of
<strong>$10 to $25 per linear foot</strong> installed is recovered within 3 to 5 years through reduced cleaning
costs and fewer emergency service calls. For a building with 200 to 300 linear feet of eavestrough, that is an
investment of <strong>$2,000 to $7,500</strong> that dramatically reduces ongoing maintenance burden. Micro-
mesh guards at the higher end of that range provide the best protection for Ottawa's mix of large leaves, pine
needles, and maple keys.</p>

<p>Downspout discharge management is particularly important on multi-unit properties where the building footprint
is larger and there is more roof drainage to handle. Ensure all downspouts discharge <strong>at least 1.8 metres
from the foundation</strong> as required by the Ontario Building Code. On rental properties, tenants sometimes
move downspout extensions or splash blocks during lawn maintenance without replacing them. Consider installing
<strong>permanent underground extensions</strong> connected to dry wells or directing water to the municipal
storm system where permitted — a one-time investment of <strong>$500 to $1,500 per downspout</strong> that

eliminates the displacement issue entirely.</p>

<p>Budget <strong>$1,500 to $3,000 annually</strong> for eavestrough maintenance on a typical Ottawa multi-
unit property, covering two to three cleanings, minor repairs, and an annual inspection. Include this in your
operating budget alongside snow removal and lawn care. Create a <strong>pre-winter checklist</strong> that
includes checking all hanger attachments are secure for snow load, verifying proper slope, clearing all downspout
strainers, and confirming that heat cables (if installed) are functional before freezing weather arrives. All hardwired

heat cable systems must be installed by an <strong>ESA-licensed electrician</strong> in Ontario.</p>

<p>A professional eavestrough contractor who services commercial and multi-unit properties can set up a
<strong>seasonal maintenance contract</strong> that covers all visits and minor repairs for a fixed annual fee. This
is more cost-effective than calling for ad-hoc service and ensures nothing falls through the cracks during busy
seasons. The Ottawa Construction Network directory at <strong>justynrookcontracting.com</strong> is a useful
resource for finding eavestrough professionals experienced with multi-unit and rental property maintenance in the

Ottawa area.</p>

Disclaimer: This guide is provided for informational purposes only by Ottawa Eavestroughs. It does not constitute professional
advice. Always consult qualified, licensed contractors and your local building authority before starting any eavestrough, gutter, or
soffit/fascia project. Information is current as of May 31, 2026 and may change. Visit ottawaeavestroughs.com for the latest
answers.
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